Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.032; wR factor = 0.128; data-to-parameter ratio = 11.8.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 8 H 9 Cl 2 NO, contains two crystallographically independent molecules which are connected via an N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond . There is aromaticstacking in the crystal, with a centroidcentroid distance between benzene rings of 3.48 (2)Å . The crystal packing is stabilized by intermolecular hydrogen bonds.
Related literature
For the synthetic use of the title compound and related compounds, see: Judkins et al. (1991) ; Ehrhardt (1990) ; Kelser (2007); Lu (2001) ; Pri- Bar et al. (1990) ; Shukrallah et al. (2004) . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Experimental
(ii) Àx þ 2; Ày; Àz þ 2; (iii) Àx þ 1; Ày; Àz þ 1.
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997) and Mercury (Macrae et al., 2006) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2010). 
Comment
We report here the crystal structure of the title compound 1-(4-amino-3, 5-dichlorophenyl) ethanol (I), a typical secondary aromatic alcohol and an important organic building block ( Fig. 1) . Bond lengths and angles are within normal ranges. As part of our ongoing studies of the secondary aromatic alcohol, the title compound was synthesized and characterized by X-ray diffraction. The asymmetric unit of the title compound (I) contains two crystallographically independent molecules in which both molecules are connected via N-H···O hydrogen bonds. The dihedral angle between the two benzene rings is 60.49°. The packing of molecules in the crystal structure is stabilized by intermolecular O-H···N hydrogen bonds.
Experimental 1-(4-amino-3,5-dichlorophenyl)ethanone (1.03 g,5 mmol) was dissolved in anhydrous methanol(25 ml) at room temperature, followed by addition of NaBH4(0.227 g, 6 mmol). The mixture was stirred vigorously at room temperature until TLC showed no ethanone. The solvent was evaporated to dryness under reduced pressure to obtain a crude product, which was purified by a flash column chromatography (n-hexane/EtOAc 8:1) to afford pure colorless compound in 89.6% yield. Then, the title compound (40 mg,0.19 mmol) was dissolved in ethyl acetate/n-hexane (7:3,15 ml). Colorless crystals were isolated after several days.
Refinement
In both structures all the H atoms were discernible in the difference Fourier maps. However, they were constrained by riding model approximation. C-H methyl =0.96 Å; C-H aryl =0.93 Å; U iso H methyl and U iso H aryl are 1.5 U eq (C) and 1.2 U eq (C), respectively. Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, with atom labels and anisotropic displacement ellipsoids drawn at 50% probability level. supplementary materials sup-6 Fig. 1 
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